




Tree Listening: A Ceramic Installation 
 
Garry Barker  
 
Tree listening is a ceramic installation that is designed to provide an entry point 
for conversations with museum visitors.  
 
Based on the idea that art can become a focal point for conversations, this body of 
work (19 ceramic pieces, located at various points within a garden) was designed 
with the York city art gallery garden in mind. The ears were made from local clay 
sources, including the same terracotta clay source that was used for the bricks 
that line the edges of the museum’s garden.  
 
The work furthers the artist Garry Barker’s concern to use conversations with 
people to both instigate new work and to provide starting points for new audiences 
to engage with art as a way to extend their appreciation of the world and how 
issues such as politics, global warming and emigration impact on everyday 
experiences.  
 
This installation was installed twice, the second time in spring 2017 because of the 
popularity with which it was received the year before. A planned walk was added 
to the piece in 2017 and the artist led a walking tour that was scripted in response 
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Garry Barker: Tree Listening: an installation of ceramics 
 
York Art Gallery 
 
March 5th – May 27th 2016  
 
March 11th – May 26th 2017 
 
This installation was reinstalled in 2017 and was further developed by the 
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destroy unwanted vegetation. They use birds, toads, frogs, hedgehogs 
and foxes to keep down pests.  Sparrow hawks, tawny owls, song 
thrushes breed, long tailed tits make nests out of moss, lichen and 
cobwebs. Garden created from a disused bowling green. 	
The compost is mostly leaf matter (beech in particular) and grass 
cuttings. You can watch worms dragging the beech leaves down into 
the soil. Use the beech compost at the bottom of pots. There is an 
enormous worm population. 	
	
	
	
Map	of	the	garden,	numbers	indicating	where	ears	are	placed,	and	what	stories	are	
to	be	told	as	we	walk	the	garden.		
